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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ME Editor of this eonflitutional and truly patriotic Leiter, can 
not be ſuſpected of being actuated by wiews of pecuntary profit, when the 
law price at which it is offered to the public is conſidered. Whatever 
way be the demand for it, he muft neceſſarily be a loſer. 


Deręſt ing that abſurd and pernicious aſſertion of Mr. Burke, that 5 
ttb © misfortune of the age that every thing is to be diſcuſſed;“ 
on the contrary heartily concurs in opinion with the aſſociation hy 
formed at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, that the circulation of 
cheap publications on topics of public diſcuſſion, is the true way to un- 
deceive thoſe perſons who have been miſled and deluded by ſpecious rea- 
 fonings and falſe repreſentations, as well as to inform theſe who 
dave hitherto been ignorant of their real intereft, and unconcerned 
about the moft important truth, 

Thus for inflance, great pains have been taken, and ate flill tat- 
ing, by ** coil deſigning men, to perſuade the uninformed, that the 
Friends of Parliamentary Reform are only a few Republicans and 
| Levellers, <vbo wiſh to overturn all government, and to introduce, 
anarchy and confuſion ; and that to defire any alteration or improve- 
ment is in effect to be an enemy to the conſtitution 3 à calumny which 
thi; publication will effeftually refute,” by exhibiting a nobleman of 
the firfl rant and of acknowledged abilities, a profeſſed and ftcady 
friend of our preſent Government, by King, Lords and Commons, 
and, at the ſame time, a moſf zealous end able advocate for the moſf 
complete and effefiual reform in the repreſentation of the people that 
Has ever been propoſed. 

Let the appeal be calmly made to the 3 of hy l 
end the cauſe of Truth and Liberty has nothing to fear ; nor will 
the Editor of this ſpirited and luminous compoſition have to regret 
the trouble and expence he has beſtowed upon it, if its circulation 
Hall in any degree contribute to ſoften prejudice, and diffuſe informa- 
tion on the great ſul ject of Parliamentary Reform ; a ſubjef which, 
bd he opinion of the noble Dube, % all others, moſt deſerwes the 
„ attention of the public, a«it world include all other advantages 
an bh @ nauiei e 28 . 
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His Grace the Duke of RIchuoxp, 
T O 


 Lieutenant-Colonel SARNMA x, 


OF THE IRISH VOLUNTEERS: 


« SIR, | | 
© Have been honoured with a Letter from B-Ifaft, dated 
the 19th of July laſt, written in the name of the Com- 
mittee of Correſpondence, appointed by the delegates of forty- 
five Volunteer — aſſembled at Liſburn on the iſt of the 
ſame month, for taking preparatory ſteps to forward their 
intentions on the ſubject of a more equal Repreſentation of 
the People in Parliament,” and ſigned by their ſecretary, 
Henry Joy, jun. Eſq. | 
In this letter, after ſhewing the corrupt ſtate of the Bo- 
roughs in Ireland, the general opinion of the people that the 
Conſtitution can be reſtored to its ancient purity and vigor by 
no other means than a parliamentary reform, and informin 
me of the ſteps which have been taken are and taking by the 
Volunteers, in determining to procure chis deſirable object, 
the Committee is pleaſed “ to requeſt my ſentiments and ad- 
vice as to the beſt, moſt eligible, and moſt practicable mode of 
deltroying, reſtraining, or counteratting this hydra of corrup- 
tion, rh h Influence, in order to lay my opinion before 
the provincial aſſembly of delegates, which is to be held at 
Dungannon on the 8th of September next.” Wt 
This great mark of confidence, from gentlemen in whom 
ſo much truſt is placed, does me great honour ; for as I have 
not 


re 


14 
Kot the pleaſure of being perſonally known to any of them, I 


can owe it but to the tavourable opinion they are pleaſed to 
entertain of my conſtant and zealous endeavours in the pub- 
lic ſervice *. ® 

I am ſenſible that the only proper return I can make for 
this honourable diſtinction, is to obey their commands in the 
beſt manner I am able; for although my inſufficiency for ſo 
arduous a taſk would afford me but too good an excule for 
declining it, yet I feel it would be inconſiſtent with my ideas 
of the obligation every man is under to ſerve the public as 
well as he can, if I was to refuſe giving my opinions, ſuch as 
they are, when thus called upon by a reſpectable body of 
Gentlemen. 

Beſides my: inability, I have to regret the want of time to 


collect and arrange my thoughts in ſuch a manner as to be fit 


to appear before you, and the neceflary limits of a letter, 
which will not admit of the extenſive inveſtigation which a 
ſubject of this vaſt importance deſerves ; for although I fear 
I muſt be long, I am ſenſible I cannot do it juſtice. 

The ſubje& of a parliamentary reform is that which of all 
others, in my opinion, moſt deſerves the attention of the 
public, as I conceive it would include every other advantage 
which a nation can wiſh; and I have no heſitation in ſaying 
that from every conſideration which I have been able to give 
to this great queſtion, that for many years has occupied my 
mind, and from every day's experience to the preſent hour, I 
am more and more convinced that the reftoring the right of 
viting unter ſally to every mon, not incapacitated by nature for 
want of reaſon, or by law for the commiſſion of crimes, together 
with annual elections, is the only reform that can be effettual 
and permanent. I am further convinced that it is the only 
reform that is prafticable. 

All other pians that are of a palliative nature have been 
found inſufficient to intereſt and animate the great body of 
the people, from whoſe earneſtneſs alone any reform can be 
expetted. A long excluſion from any ſhare in the legifla- 


+ ThE noble Duke was, at this time, a member of the Society for Conſti- 
whacnat Informatibn, of which he was afterwards the Preſident. The Society 
was mſtituted ig the year 1790, and their principal object, of which they have 
never Bhce loſt ſicht, wat tt excite the attention of their countrymen to the 
important ſubje& of Parliamentary Reform. His Grace ſtrenunuſly aiſiſted. 
6 un mtu, tle is now matter of the Orduance, aud a member 
ni the Cabinet, | 
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ture of their country, has rendered the great maſs of the peo 
ple indifferent whether the monopoly that ſubſiſts, conti 
nues in the hands of a more or lels extended company; or 
whether it is divided by them into ſhares of ſomewhat more 
or lels juſt proportions. The public feels itſelf unconcerned 
in theſe — except as to the oppreſſions it endures, and 
the exactions it ſuffers, which it knows muſt continue o 
long as the people remain deprived of all controul over their 
repreſentatives “. This indiflerence of theirs, when the laſt 
attempt was made for additional county members, was uſed 
by our opponents as an argument againſt all reform; it was 
aſked with a triumphant air, where are the petitions from 
the inhabitants of Birmingham, Mancheſter, Halifax, and 
other great unrepreſented towns? And their ſilence was deem- 
ed a proof of their acquieſcence and ſatis faction in the pre- 
ſent form of elections! The truth is, that the people — 
been ſo often deceived, that they will now ſcarcely truſt any 
ſet of men; and nothing but ſelf evident conviction, that a 
meaſure tends eſſectually to the recovery of their rights, can, 
or indeed ought, to intereſt them in its favour. 

The leſſer reform has been attempted with every pofhble 
advantage in its favour; not only from the zeal us ſupport of 
the advocates for a more eſſectual one, but from the aſſiſt- 
ance of men of great weight, both in and out of power. But 
with all theſe temperaments and helps it has failed. Not one 
proſelyte has been gained from corruption, nor has the leaf} 
ray of hope been held out from any quarter, that the Houſe 
6 Commons was inclined to adopt any other mode of reform, 
The weight of corruption has cruſhed this more gentle, as it 
would have defeated any more efficacious plan in the fame 
circumſtances. From that quarter, therefore, I have nothing 
to hope. IT IS FROM THE PEOPLE AT LAKGE THAT 


* Mr. Juſtice Aſnhurſt, in his late charge to the Grand Jury of Middleſex, 
differs widely from the noble Duke. He repreſents the Britiſh government as 
all perfection, and will not allow that any ſuch thing as oppretſion or unque 
exaction exiſts! According to him, all our laws and ordinances are pure, 
mild, and benefcent. All the ſubjects of the ſtate are equally protected, and 
there is nothing that any man has the leaſt reaſon to complain of! If it be, 
what wicked wretches mult the Duke of Richmond, Mr. Pitt, aud their 
friends, in and out of Parliament, have been, to call fo loudly and fe long for 
ſo important an alteration in the ſtructure of our government | But the learn- 
ed judge goes farther, and ſtrange to tell, he aflures us, that it is eaſy for every 
man to know what the law is Whereas it is notorions that the greateſt lau- 
pyers themſelves do not know what it is: How indeed thould they, when one 
hundred volumes in folio are not able to contain it? | 
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I ExexcT ANY G00D®. And I 2m,convinced, that the 
only way to make them feel that they are really concerned in 
the buſineſs, is tocontead for their fu, clear, and ind:{putable 
rights of univerſal repreſentation. I call them ſuch, not only 
from my own convyiction, but from the admiſſion of the friends 
to the more moderate plan, who, in the ſ-cond addreſs of the 
Yorkthire committee to the people, confeſs that our claims 
are founded on the true principles of the conſtitution, and 
only object to them on account ot impracticability. But their 
plan has now had a fair trial, and (if it is from the inclination 
of parliament that practicability is to be expected) has been 
found as impracticable as ours. The more extenſive plan, at 
the ſame time that its operation is more complete, depends on 
a more effectual ſupport, that of the people. | 

I amalfo perſuaded, that if the ſcheme for additional county 
members had proceeded any further, infinite dithculties would 
have ariſen in adjuſting it. Neither the Yorkſhire committee 


This declaration is in perfect agreement with the ſpirit of the following 
advertiſement, which appeared more than a year before this letter was 
written : 

* Thatched-Houſe Tavern, May 16th, 1782. 
« At a numerous and reſpectable meeting of Members of Parliament, 
« friendly to a Conſtitutional Refermation, and of Members of ſeveral com- 
« mittees of counties and cities; Preſent 


The Duke of Richmond, The Hon. William Pitt, 

Lord Surrey, The Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 

Lord Mahon, Major Cartwright, 

The Lord Mayor, Mr. John Horne Tooke, 

Sir Watkin Lewes, Alderman Wilkes, | | 
Mr. Duncombe, Doctor ſebb, 

Sir C. Wray, &c. &c. 


e Reſolved unanimouſly, That the motion of the Hon. Will am Pitt, on the 
« oth inſtant, for the appointment of a Committee to enquire into the ſtate 
* of the repreſentuion of the people of Great Britain, and to report the ſame 
« to the houſe; and alſo what ſteps it might be neceſſary to take, having been 
« defeated by a motion for the order of the day, it is become indiſpenſibly ne- 
« ceſſary that application ſhould be made to Parliament, by petitions from the 
© collective body of the people, in their reſpective diſtricts, requeſting a ſub- 
« ſtantia! retormation of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 

« Refolved unanimouſly, That this meeting conſidering that a general ap- 
« plication by the collective bedy of the people to the Houſe of Commons 
« cannot be made before the cloſe of the preſent ſeſſion, is of opinion, that 
« the ſenſe of the pecple ſhould be talen at ſuch times as may be convenient 
* during this ſummer, in order to lay their ſeveral petitions before Parliament 
« early in the next ſeiſion, when their Propoſals for a a Parliamentary Kefor- 
% mation / without which neither the liberty of the nation can be preſerved, 
% te permanence of a wiſe and virtuous adminiſtration can be ſecure) may 

« receive that ample and mature diſcuſſion which ſo momentous a queſ- 
tion demands. „ 


nor 
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nor Mr. Pitt have giventhe detail of their plan Xx. A ju? repar- 
tition would have been a molt intricate taſk, for where diffes 
rent intereſts are ſeparately wa me the proportion is not 
very w to aſcertain, The donht you ſtate concermng this 
mode of reform appears to me well founded; a few great 
families might divide a county between them, and chuſe the 
members by a houſe liſt, like Eaſt Iadia Directors. Another 
difficulty from the increaſe of the number of members, which 
might render the houſe more tumultuous than deliberate, has 
its weight. But the greateſt objettion, in my opinion, to 
this and to every other narrow and contratted plan of reform, 
is, that it proceeds upon the fame bad principle as the abuſe 
it pretends to rectify; it is ſtill partial and unequal; a vaſt 
majority of the community is ſtil] leit unrepreſented ; and its 
moſt eiſential concerns, life, liberty, and property, continue 
in the abſolute diſpoſal of thoſe whom they do not chuſe, 
and over whom they have no controul. In the arrangements 
of plans of ths kind there is no leading principle to deter- 
mine that the addition ought to be, one hundred, fifty, or 
two hundred; that the allotment ſhon14 be according to the 
population, property, or taxes paid in each county ; that 
any {uppoied proportion between the landed and trading in- 
tereſt 15 the juſt one, and that the diviſion of county and 
city members will correſpond with this proportion when 
found. All is at ſea without any compaſs to enable us to diſ- 
tinguiſh the ſaſe from the dangerous courſe, 

But in the more liberal and great plan of univerſal repre- 
ſentation, a clear and diſtinct principle at once appears that 
cannot lead us wrong. Not conveniency but right: if it is 
not a maxim of our conſtitution, that a Britiſh ſubjett is to 
be governed only by laws to which he has conſented by him- 
ſelt or his repreſentative, we ſhould inſtantly abandon the 
error; but if it is the eſſential of freedom, founded on the 
eternal principles of juſtice and wiſdom, and our unalienable 
birth-right, we ſhould not heſitate in aſſerting it. Let us 
then but determine to att on this broad principle, of g/vg | 
to every man his own, and we thall immediately get rid of ail 


* Mr, Pitt, the preſent Firſt Lord of the Treaſury and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, &c. was then an active mover 
of this popular buſineſs in the Houſe of Commons. He. ſeveral tirves bruught 
it forward with much apparent zeal, But during the laſt ſeiſion of parliament, 
judging it no longer neceilary to repeat this farce, he boldly threw oft the mak, 

and avoyed his utter aV45iion to any alterztion Wiidtover, P 
the 
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the perplexities to which the narrow notions of partiality and 
excluſion muſt ever be ſubje&®. 

In the digeſting a plan upon this noble foundation we ſhall 
not find any difficulty that the moſt common underſtanding 
and pains will not eaſily ſurmount. It does not require halt 
the ingenuity of a common tax bill; and as a proof of this 
aſſertion I myſelf drew the form of a bill tor this purpole, 
which I preſented to the Houſe of Lords in 1780; not as a 
perfect work, but merely to ſhew how eaſily the objections to 
the practicability of the plan, and the inconveniences that are 
ſuggeſted, might be got over. 

J believe the ſending you a copy of my bill will be the beſt 
way of explaining its operations. I have not one ready at 
this moment, but it ſhall ſoon follow this letter. 

I ſhall therefore only mention at preſent a fer of its provi- 
ſions, which I think entirely remove the moſt plauſible objec- 
tions that have been urged againſt it. 

The preſent number of members in the Houſe of Com- 
mons is preſerved, ſo that all apprehenſion from too numerous 
an aſſembly ceaſes. . 
An account of the whole number of males of age in th 
Kingdom is to be taken and divided by the the number of mem- 
bers to be ſent, which will find the quota of electors to chuſt 
one fnember; from the beſt accounts I can now get, it will be 
about two thouſand /ix hundred; theſe are to be formed into 
diſtricts or boroughs from the moſt contiguous pariſhes; and 
by having all the elections throughout the kingdom in one 
and the ſame day, and taken in each pariſh, all fear of riot 


- 
- 


and tumult vaniſhes. | 

The great expence of elections, which ariſes chiefly from 
the coſt of conveying elettors to the place of poll, and enter- 
taining them there and on the road, will be no more when 
every man will vote in his own pariſh. Bribery muſt entirely 
ceaſe; in a ſingle borough it would be difficult, on fo many 
as to have any effect, impoſſible The numbers to be bought 
would be 2 too great for any purſe. Beſides, annual 
parliaments, by their frequency, and by their ſhortneſs, would 
doubly operate in preventing corruption. | | 


The Duke of Richmond, when the ſuhiect was mentioned in the houſe 
of Lords laſt winter, declared that his un were not changed, yet ſigniſied 
his intention to oppoſe any ſcheme of reform that might de propvfed, upon 
the ſtale pretence that this is not the proper time.—Can any time be itnproper 
0 give to every man birown ® © © © | 

The 
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The vaſt expence of petitions to parliament on account of 
illegal returns, would be reduced almoſt to nothing. The 
points on Which thele conteſts generally turn, are the quali- 
fications of the elettors under the numberleſs reſtrictions the 
preſent laws have 22 which require the attendance of 


witneſſes, the produttion ot records, and are ſuhject to in- 
finite diſpute. But when no other qualification ſhould be ne- 
ceſſary but that of being a Britiſh ſubject, and of age, there 
can be but little left to contend upon as tothe right of elettors 
to vote. All other queſtions that could afford ground for a 

etition would be trifling, and might be decided in one day. 
Many other objections are obviated by the bill, but it is need- 
leſs here to mention them. 

But there is another ſort of objection againit which no pro- 
viſion can be made, as it is merely mpg. t is feared by 
ſome, that the influence of power and riches will give to the 
ariſtocracy ſo great a lead in theſe elections, as to place the 
whole government in their hands. Others again dread, that 
when paupers and the loweſt orders of che people ſhall have an 
equal vote with the firſt commoner in the kingdom, we ſhall 
fall into all the confuſion of a democratic republic. The 
contrariety of theſe two apprehenſions might of itſelf be a 
ſufficient proof that neither extreme will take place. It is 
true, that the pooreſt man in the kingdom will have an equal 
vote with the firſt, for the choice of the perion to whom he 
truſts his all; and I think he ought to have that equal degree 
of ſecurity againſt oppreſſion. It is alſo true, that men of ſu- 

erior fortunes will have a ſuperior degree of weight and in- 
We ; and I think that as education and knowledge generally 
attend property, thoſe who poſleſs them ought to have weight 
and 1 4 with the more ignorant, But the eſſential dif- 
ference will be, that although the pe ple may be led, they can- 
not be driven. Property will have its weight, as it ever muſt 
have, in all governments; and I conceive, that in this plan it 
will Ys find its juſt proportion combined with talents and 
character. A man of great property that is beloved and 
eſteemed, will, as he ought, have the greateſt ſway; but ty- 
ranny and oppreſſion, though attended with riches, may be re- 
ſiſted, and will no longer be attended with a burgage tenure 
at command. | | | | 

Another ſubject of apprehenſion is, that the principle of 
allowing to every man an equal right to vote tends to equality 


in other reſpects, and to level property. To me it ſeems to 
have 
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have a direct contrary tendency. The equal rights of men to 
fecurity from oppreſſion, and to the enjoyments of life and 
liberty, ſtrikes me as perfettly compatible with their unequal 
ſhares of induftry, labour, and genius, which are the origin of 
mequality of fortunes *. The equality and inequality of men 
are both founded in nature; and whilſt we do not confound 
the two, and only ſupport her eſtabliſhments, we cannot err. 
The protection of property appears to me one of the moſt 
eſſential ends of ſociety ; and fo far from injuring it by this 
plan, I conceive it to be the only means of preſerving it; for 
the preſent ſyſtem is haſtening with great ſtrides to a perfe& 
equality in univerſal poverty. 

It has been ſaid, that this plan of extending the right of 
voting to every individual creates much uneatineſs in the 
minds of quiet and well-diſpoſed perſons; and that if pau- 
pers, vagubonds, and perſons of no property, were left out, 
there would be no objection to extend it to all houſeholders 
and perſons paying taxes, and that the ſame diviſion into 


Eiftricts might take place. My anſwer is, that I know of no 


man, let him be ever ſo poor, who in his conſumption ot food 
and uſe of rainment, does not pay taxes, and that I would wiſh 
to encourage an enthuſiaſm for his country in the hreaſt of 
every ſubject, by giving him his juſt ſhare in its government. 
I readily admit, that ſuch an alteration would be a vaſt im- 
provement ; but I muſt prefer the adhering rigidly to a ſelt- 
evident principle, eſpecially when attended with no inconveni- 
ence in the execution, that I can forefee. Beſides, we ſhould 
again fall into the difficulties of drawing the line of ſepara- 
tion, and into the diſputes about qualification. 

The apprehenſions that our government will become too 
democratic, have been urged on another ground. It has 
been ſaid, that the Houſe of Commons * uſurped the 
Whole power of government: that the crown in reality no 
longer poſſeſſes its negative, and muſt. in all thing be ruled 
by the Houſe of Commons : that the Houſe of Lords, in 


* Nothing can be more juſt than this obſervation. Vet an aſſociation form- 
ed on pretence of ſecuring Liberty and Property, but in reality for perpetuat- 
ing all manner of abuſes; john Reeves, Eiq. chairman, is at this moment either 
weakly or wickedly endezvonr:ng to perſuade the world that when the friends 
of liberty ſpeak of equal rj474:; and equal repreſentation, they mean to equalize 
property, to level all diſtinftio.s, to overturn all government, and to intro- 
duce anarchy ad confuſion. What credit can a ſociety obtain with the pub- 
Lc, which ſets out with ſuch groſs and ſcandalous miſrepreſentayions ? 


conſequence 
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eonſequence of its excluſion (by the will of the Houſe of Com- 
ons and not by law) from interfering in money bills, no 
longer in fact exerciſes the functions of a branch of the legiſla- 
ture: that the only means by which the balance of the conſti- 
tution is now in any gone preſerved, is by the irregular 
influence of the Crown and of the Peers in the Houle of Com- 
mons : and that if they are totally excluded from interference 
there, as it is ſuppoſed will be the cafe if this bill paſſes, and 
are not reſtored to their original thare of power, the equil- 
brium will be deſtroyed, and tlic Government become pure- 
ly democratic. 

To remedy this objection, it has been anſwered by others, 
that it is but juſt and reaſonable, and that they mean at the 
ſame time that the Commons are reſtored to their rights, that 
the Crown and the Peers ſhould recover theirs, This anſwer 
has been ridiculed in my opinion with more wit, than folidity 
of argument. It has been repreſented as admitting that whillt 
the Houſe of Commons continue corrupt, the King and Lords 
ſhould ſubmit to its deciſions; but that when it thould real- 
ly ſpeak the voice of the people, then it would be right to 
revive the dormant powers of refiſting it. 

For my part 1 agree in opinion with thoſe who are for re- 
ſtoring to all parts of the ſtate their juſt rights at the ſame 
time; to do it generally, nor partially, is what I muſt contend 
for At the ſame time, I admit that I am not for reſtoring 
the negative of the crown. My reaſon is, that it appears 10 
me prepoſterous that the wall of one man ſhould for ever ab- 
firutt every regulation which all the reſt of the nation may 
think neceſſary. I] object to it, as I would to any other pre- 
rogative ot the crown, or privilege of the Lords or people, 
that is NOT FOUNDED ON REASON. 

But I agree, that it the Houſe of Commons was reduced to 
its natural dependence on the people alone, and the preſent 
ſyſtem of making it the excluſive part of government was 
continued, we ſhould approach to a pure democracy more 
than our conſtitution warrants, or than I wiſh to ſce. I am 
not for a demociatic, any more than for an ariſtocratic, or 
monarchic government, ſolely; I am for that admirable 
mixture of the three, that our inimitable and comprehenſive 
conſtitution has eſtabliſhed: J wiſh to ſee the executive part 
of government revert to where the conſtitution his originally 
placed it, in the hands of the crown to be carried on by its 
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miniſters: thoſe miniſters under the controul of parliament; 
and parliament under the controul of the people. I would 
not have parliament made, as it daily is, a party concerned in 
every act ot ſtate, whereby is becomes the executive for which 
it is not calculated, and loſes its ſuperintending and controul- 
ing power, which-'is the main end of its inſtitution. For 
when the two Houſes are previouſly pledged by addrefles, 
votes and refolutions, it becomes extremely difficult tor thein 
aiterwards to cen{ure meaſures in which they have been fo 
deeply engaged by acts of their own. Another great inconve - 
nience ariſes from parliament's taking ſo much ot the execu- 
tive of government on itſelf, which is, the exceſſive length of 
the ſeſſions; an evil which of late has greatly encreased. Now 


that parliament is engaged in every detail in order ta ſcreen 


the miniſter, it never can finiſh its buſineſs till the middle 
of the ſummer, when the independent country gentleman, 
tired of a long attendance and hot weather in town, is retired 
to his private buſineſs in the country, and that of the public 
left to be ſettled in thin houſes by a few dependents of the 
miniſter. A ſhort ſeſſion of two or three months would be 
ſufficient to examine the expenditure of former grants, to 
make new ones, to redreſs grievances, and paſs ſuch general 
laws as circumſtances might require. The inconveniency and 
expence to a private member of parliament in attending his 
duty would then be trifling ; and infteail of forty commoners 
and three peers to form a quorum to decide the greateſt mat- 
ters of tate, the attendance of two thirds of each body, which 
would give reſpect to their proceedings, might and ought to 
be required. I am alfo free to own my opinion, that When 
the Houle of Lords ſhall be effectually prevented from having 
any influence in the Houſe of Commons, as] think it muit by 
this bill, it ſhould at the ſame time recover its equal rights in 
every reſpect with the Houſe of Commons as a co-ordinate 
branch of the legiſlature. Theſe ſentiments are I think con- 


ſonant to the Idea fo well expreſſed in your letter to the vo- 
Imteer army of the province of Uliter, “to reſtore to the 


Crown its original ſplendor, to nobility its ancient privileges, 


and to the nation at large its inherent rights.“ 


[ believe I have now troubled you with all that is neceſſary 


concerning my plan. My Bill will ſhew the detail as far as 
concerns the Houſe of Commons and the election of Scotch 


Peers: The regulations for reſtoring to the crown its execu- 
tivg 
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tive and to the Houſe of Lords its deliberative functions 
ſhould be added to and forin a part of this Bill; but I have 
not as yet had time and leiſure to prepare them. 

In what I have ſaid, I have ſhewn, my opinion concerning 
the 1it, 3d, 4th, 6th and 3th queſtions you have propoſed. 
to me. There remains the 2d, 5th and 7th to be conſi- 
dered, 

In reſpect to the ſecond, which I preſume relates to the 
admiſfſion of Roman Catholics to vote at elections, I can 

only fay, that the ſame principles which go to civil liberty, 
equally lead to liberty of conſcience: I admire with you the 
glorious ſpirit cf toleration which you ſay has united the 
once diſtracted inhabitants of Ireland into one indiffoluble 
maſs: And I am ſure that nothing ſhort of evident danger to 
the {tate can warrant its interference in religious opinions. 
But unacquainted as I am with the ſtate of Ireland, it is im- 
poſſible for me to know the preſent temper and diſpoſition of 
the Roman Catholics there, and thoſe only who are on the 
ſpot can judge how far excluſions of this ſort are neceſſary, 
or ought to extend. | 

With regard to the 5th queſtion, if voting by ballot is 
adviſeable ? I am clearly of opinion that it is not. The idea 
of a ballot can have ariſen but to avoid the effect of ſome im- 
proper influence; and I conceive it much more noble, direct- 
ly to check that influence, than indire&ly to evade it by con- 
cealment and deceit. I am convinced that trivial circumſtan» 
ces in things like this tend greatly to forin the national cha- 
racter; and that it is moſt conſiſtent with that of a Britiſh or 
Iriſh freeman, that all his actions ſhould be open and avowed, . 
and that he ſhould not be aſhamed of declaring in the face of 
his country whom he wiſhes to intruſt withits intereſts. Upon 
the ſame idea that ballots may be a cover for independence, 
they mult alſo be a cloak for bribery and a ſchool for lying 
and deceit. | 

As to the th queſtion, whether it would not he equitable 
or expedientthat Boroughs now in the poſſeſſion of individuals 
thould be purchated by the nation? I think, that altho* na 
man can have a ſtrict claim in equity to be refunded the lots 
of what neither buyer nor ſeller had a right to barter, yet it 
will be wiſe to purchate the good will, or at lealt to ſoftea the 


rc ſiſtance, ot the preſent powerful poſſeſſors of boroughs by 
a moſt 
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x mbſt ample compenſation. The liberties of a nation cannot 
be bought too dear; but the whole coft of theſe boroughs 
would not amount to the profits of one jobbing contract. 

[ have now anfweredall the queſtion you have been pleaſ- 
ed to propote : but I muſt inention another advantage which 
ought to recommend the meafures you are purſuing to every 
friend to the internal peace and quiet of the kingdom, which 
is, that when they people have obtained a regular, legal, and 
ſpecdy way of giving effect to their ſentiments, there can no 
longer be any apprehenſion of their endeavouring to redreſs 


themſelves by mods and tumults; and even ſuch regular and 


well- conducted meetings as yours will become needleſs. I 
mention this circumſtance with the more ſatisfaction, as it 
Ramps your conduct with the moſt unequivocal marks of 
diſintereſted patriotiſm. Power, when once acquired, is ge- 
neraily endeavoured to be preſerved by its poſſeſſors; but 

du after having taken up yours from neceſſity, and employed 
it uſefulty, are now endeavouring with unexampled virtue to 
render its continuance unneceſſary. For great as your ſervi- 
ces have been, in ſo ſoon forming a complete army, in the 
advantages you have procured for your country, in the good 


order you, have preſerved, and in the efficacy vou have given 


to law, you will derive ſtill greater credit, in my opinion, 
from your good ſenſe in ſeeing that a great military force to 
tally unconnected with the civil government cannot be a per- 
manent eſtabliſhment in a free country, whoſe firſt principle 
is never to truſt abſolute power in any hands whatever. 
Your preſent endeavours to reſtore the conſtitution to its pu- 
rity and vigor evidently tend to make this and every extraor- 
dinary inſtitution unneceſſary: for when the people are fairly 
and equally repreſented in parliament, when they have annual 
opportunities of changing their deputies, and thto' them of 
controuling every abuſe of government in a ſafe, eaſy, and le- 
gal way, there can be no longer any reaſon for recurring to 
thoſe ever dangerous tho' ſometimes neceſſary expedients of 


an armed force, which nothing but a bad government can 


juſtify. Such a magnanimous end to your proceedings, when 
after having reſtored liberty, commerce, and free government 
to your country, you ſhall voluntarily retire to the noble 
character of private Citizens, peaceably enjoying the bleſſings 
you have procured, will crown your labors with everlaſting 


glory 


(a4 


glory, and is worthy the genuine patriotic ſpirit which ani- 
mates the lriſh Voluntecrs. | | 

Before I conclude, I beg leave to expreſs a wifh that the 
mutually eſſential connection between CTreat Britain and Ire- 
land may ſoon be ſettled on ſome liberal and fair footing. That 
which did ſubſiſt was on ſuch narrow and abſured principles 
that no friend to either kingdom can regret its loſs ; founded 
on conſtraint and dependence, incompatible with the condi- 
tion of freemen, Ireland had an indiſputable right to diſſelve 
it whenever ſhe choſe ſo to do. But ſurely, if we do not 
mean a total ſeparation, it would be right to agree upon 
ſome new terms by which we are to continue connected. I 
have always thought it for the intereſt of the two Illands to 
be incorporated and form one and the ſame kingdom, with 
the (ame legiſlature meeting ſometimes in Ireland as well ag 
in England. But if there are difficulties to ſuch an union not 
to be got over at preſent, ſome fort of /&deral union at Icaſt 
between the two kingdoms ſceins neceſtary to afcertain the 
many circumſtances that concern their joint interefts; and an 
union of this fort many now be formed with much greater 
propriety than before, as it will be ſanctiſied by the free con- 
ſent of independent nations. 

I do conceive that ſome ſtep of this ſort is abſolutely ne- 
eeſſary, becauſe the preſent foo ing, of ſeparation rather than 
union, is too unfair to be able long to ſubſiſt. England, be- 
ſides the load of the whole debt contracted tor the uſe of both 
kingdoms, bears all the burdens of naval defence and foreign 
negociations, and by far more than its proportion of the land 
ſervice in time of war. But what is worſe, is that there is 
no certainty now left that we ſhall have the ſame enemies 
and the ſame friends; Different interelis as they may appear, 
may lead one kingdom to think a war neceſſary, and the 
other to remain in peace: The ſame King, in his different 
kingdoms, may think it wiſe to follow the advice of his re- 
ſpective parliaments: I need ſcarcely add, that the unavoida- 
ble conſequences of ſuch a difference are a war between the 
two kingdoms. Unleſs fome ſettlement takes place upon 
theſe and many other important ſubjects, I am far from bein 
clear that it will be for the advantage of liberty in either 
kingdom, that its Monarch ſhould continue the ſovereign of a 
neighbouring ttate with which it has no connection, I am 
| ſenſible that there are great difficulties attending the adjuſt. 

ment of ſuch an union, and that it requires great wiſdom 
and temper to form it, eſpecially on the part of lreland, which 
| mult 
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| ately belonging to that, upon which you 


compaſs, and when you wi 
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muſt feel that ſhe ought to give the preponderance to Great 
Britain: but | am fure the buſineſs ought not to be neglected, 
and that every true friend to both kingdoms ought to give it 
bis moi: zealous aſhilance. 
I beg pardon for having gone into a ſubje& not immedi- 
Lare deſired my 
opinion, but 1 thought it ſo connected with it, and at the 
tame time ſo important, that I truſt you will excuſe my ba- 
ving introduced it. 1 fear I have been very long, but it was 
impoſſible for me to compreſs ſo much matter into a leſs 
thed to have my opinion I thought 
it beſt to give it fully, or at leaſt as fully as I could ina 
letter. If it contains one thought that can be uſeful I ſhall 
be happy. I have only to aſſure the Committee of the zeal 
J feel for the cauſe the Volunteers have undertaken, to the 
ſupport of which 1 ſhall ever be ready to give every aſſiſtance 
in my power; and that it is with the higheſt reſpet and 
admiration for their condutt that I have the honour to be 


Their moſt obedient 
and moſt humble Servant 
RICHMOND, &c. 


Auguft 1 5th, 1783. 
To Lieut. Cob SnARMAx. 


